Red cell aplasia in children on tacrolimus after liver transplantation.
Hematological toxicity of tacrolimus has been rarely reported. We report two pediatric recipients of liver transplantation with anemia. They were treated with tacrolimus for 8 and 47 months, respectively, before developing pure red cell aplasia (PRCA) confirmed by bone marrow biopsy. The children recovered quickly on withdrawal of tacrolimus. The clinical profile of these children is compared with the only other patient reported in the literature with PRCA due to tacrolimus. All three patients had similar hematological findings. However, the mechanism of the tacrolimus-induced PRCA in these children appears to be different from that reported in the adult patient.